
 
Dear Jr/Sr High School Students and Families, 
 
As we come to the end of the 11th week of school closure, I have come to realize the power of a positive 
mindset. The supportive phrase, “I hope you and your family are doing well” has become a standard for me in 
my weekly letters to the ER community and in my individual correspondence with people. As I reflect on 
what I am thinking when using this phrase, I have noticed a shift in my purpose. Early on in the closure, I 
was thinking mostly about a person’s physical health. Now as I use this phrase, my mind has shifted to a 
more holistic well to include mental health, as well. When you are having a good day, spread that positive 
energy. When you are having a bad day, reach out to someone for their positive energy. We’ve got this!   
 
As you may have seen in Mr. Stutzman’s community message earlier this week, there has been a 
modification to this year’s school calendar. Due to the fact that instruction took place during the week of 
April 6th, the last day of school for students is now June 18. While I know sustaining meaningful 
engagement with virtual learning is challenging, as compared to learning in the classroom, you are doing 
the best you can and you are encouraged to finish strong in preparation for next year. Educators feed off 
of the energy and enthusiasm of their students.   
 
I am sharing the Jr./Sr. High School plan for how students can pick up their items from lockers (PE and 
hallway), obtain their yearbooks, collect artwork, and return school-owned items (textbooks, library 
books, novels, calculators, athletic uniforms). Important to note, students in Grades 6-11 will keep their 
chromebooks for the summer. Seniors will be returning their chromebooks at a later date.   
 

Schedule:  

Last Name A-K  June 9th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

Last Name L-Z  June 10th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 
Process: 

● Student items will be removed from lockers ahead of time and placed in a staging area for 
efficient distribution by staff. 

● To limit the number of people on campus, we are asking that students come alone or only with 
one parent.  

● If coming onto campus by car, please stay in your car and a staff member will come to you.   
● For those walking onto campus, a waiting area will be indicated. 
● To maintain social distinging protocols, masks must be worn and non-family members must 

maintain a distance of at least six (6) feet from one another.  
 

Please continue to reach out to me over email or on my work phone at (585) 217-6519 if I can answer any 
questions or help you in any way. We look forward to seeing you soon!  

 
We Are One, 
Dr. van Harssel 


